


Tips on Managing Laboratory Waste

By Ronnie Souza

Laboratory waste comes in a variety of forms. Knowing the correct disposal method and container for the waste you
generate will keep you safe and the University in compliance with federal and state regulations. Laboratory trash may be
disposed of in recycling, general trash, laboratory glassware boxes, sharps containers, or regulated medical waste boxes, or
it may need to be managed as hazardous chemical waste, radioactive waste, or mixed waste.
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Lab security continued...
The following is a partial list of issues to review as part of a Security Vulnerability Assessment:

existing threats, based on the history of the institution (e.g., theft of laboratory materials, sabotage, data
security breaches, protests);

the attractiveness of the institution as a target, and the potential impact of an incident;

chemicals, biological agents, radioactive materials, or other laboratory equipment or materials with dual-use
potential;

sensitive data or computerized systems;

animal care facilities;

infrastructure vulnerabilities (e.g., accessible power lines, poor lighting);
security systems in place (e.g., access control, cameras, intrusion detection);

access controls for laboratory personnel (e.g., background checks, authorization procedures, badges, key
controls, escorted access);

institutional procedures and culture (e.g., tailgating, open laboratories, no questioning of visitors);
security plans in place; and
training and awareness of laboratory personnel.

(Resource: National Center for Biotechnology Information: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/)

It is important to report any suspicious activity or unlawful entry in lab areas to UNE Security so that the proper
authorities can be notified. If you or any of your lab staff notice anything unusual or anything that is missing from a
laboratory area, it should be reported immediately.
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The Importance of Hazardous Waste Regulations
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The UNE Chemical Sharing Program is a great way to reduce hazardous waste, reduce costs for your
department, and have a positive environmental impact on campus. If you have any commonly used lab
chemicals that you are thinking of disposing, please contact EHS so they can be listed in the next issues of
EHS Lab Chatter as available for the UNE Chemical Sharing Program.

Chemicals currently available: None

Lab Safety Video of the Month:
UCLA Pipette Safety & Ergonomics Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgqAsXMSs27s

Ronnie Souza, Peter Nagle, Jessica Tyre, Alethea Cariddi,
Director of EHS EHS Specialist EHS Specialist Sustainability

UNE Extension: UNE Extension: UNE Extension: Coordinator

2488 2791 2046 UNE Extension:
Cell: Cell: Cell: 2507
207-391-3491 207-468-3599 603-244-0081 Email:

Email: Email: Email: acariddi@Qune.edu
rsouza@une.edu pnagle@une.edu ityre@une.edu

Page 12 www.une.edu/campus/ehs



mailto:rsouza@une.edu
mailto:pnagle@une.edu
mailto:jtyre@une.edu
mailto:acariddi@une.edu

